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Manachl Vargas brings century of tradltlon to Valley fans

By Dawan L. TirriNa
Monitor Staff Writer
drijering@rhemonitor.com

Not many groups have the
staying power and tradition of £
Mefor Mentachi Del Mundo,
Mariachi Vargas de Tecalitlin. The
group is now in its 106th year,
performing with a fifth generation
of musicians who continue to
bring huaparigos, romdniicos and
reeaicheras to audiences
worddwide,

Currently, the group is
comprised of six violinists, two
trumpelers and one player each
for the vihuela, harp, guitar and
guitarron. [t has been under the
direction of Maestro Rubén
Fuentes lor 60 years and Jose
“Pepe” Martiney, the groups
musical divector and arrnger,
sinee 1975,

“The tradition thar Mariachi
Vargas has s playing true

WHEN; Doors open
at 6 p.m. Saturday
WHERE: McAllen Civic
Center Auditorium, 1300 S.
10th St., McAllen
ADMISSION:
524, $36, 8486, $57, $107
For Morg
INFORMATION:
Call (956) 688~3400
manm:hr," Mdrrme:r said.
On rare occasions the group
will siray from performing or

See VARGAS page 12F

‘Eposial o The Maoritor



_'ce is Qreparmg-

blggﬁt mght of thf-\

Friday, November 4, 2005 m THE MONITOR, McAllen, Texas &8 11F

VARGAS

continued from 12F

recording songs based on
Mexican folklore, such as its
recent adaptation of Italian opera
tenor Andrea Bocelli's “Por 1§
Volare” (“I'l fly for You”), but the
song is world renowned and was
translated into Spanish.

That song and others it has
adapted from Spain and
interpreted into mariachi styles
have enabled it to cantinue to be
waorld renowned, Martinez said.

Mariachi Vargas has a cross-
generational appeal. At the
group’s concerts its normal to see
a great-grandmother,
grandmaother, mother and child
seated together, he said.

It hasn't hurt that the group
recently accompanied Luis Miguel
on his latest CD, Mexico en la Piel,

Aside from the enduring
influence of Fuentes, who became
amember of the group in his 20s,
what helps it maintain the
mariachi tradition and allows il to
still appeal to younger audiences
is the wide age range of its
members,

Frederico Torres, the group’s
trumpet player and coordinator is
67, and Marlinez is 65. The
youngest members of the group
are violinists Steven Sandoval and
Alberta Alfaro, both 30, Martinez
said.

The proup has been busy
recently; it has toured Mexico
extensively and performed in

concerts with the symphonies of
the cities which it visited,
Known to record two Lo three

- €Ds a vear, and with more than 60

Lo their credit, the group recently
released two new ones, Las
Cancionés de José Afredo Jimenez,
Las Arreglos de Rubén Fuentes and
Por f Cantaréd y Volaré,

Currently, the group is working
on two other Chs, which have yet
to be named. One of the albums
will feature more adaptations of
José Alfredo Timénes's and the
Hermanos Castro’s work, and the
other will be a symphonic-based
compilation,

Special guest performances at
the concert include Gerardo

Special to Tne Monitor
Mariachi Vargas is slated to wow its audience with huapangos and
rancheras at the McAllen Civic Center auditorium.

Lopez and Vanessa del Tiero,
finalists [rom the national
television competition Nuepas
Vaces de América, The University
of Texas Pan-American's Mariachi
Femenil, Roma High School’s
Mariachi Nuevo Sanlander,
Zapala High Scliool's Mariachi
Haleon, Edinburg High School's
Primer Orgullo Mariachi, Ta Joya
High School's Mariachi Los
Coyotes and the Dancentre of
Edinburg are also scheduled to
petform.

David L. Tjering covers
education and general
assignments for The Monitor, You
cait reach him at (956) 683-4434,



