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- Mariachi Vargas harp player Julio Martinez (Ieft) instructs harp students from around the state at Municipal Auditorium on Friday during the |

annual Mariachi Vargas Extravaganza, where members of the legendary group listened to and instructed high schoolers.
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Falfurrias Junior High School student Christian Garza, 13, plays his gei-
tarrdn as students learn from Mariachi instructors incuding the mem-
bers of Mariachi Vargas at the Mimnicipal Auditorium on Friday.

Mariachi students get
unforgettable lesson

CONTIMUED FROM 18

'I‘humday during the amual
Mariachi Vargas Extravaganza,
a weeklong slew of warkshops
and  performances that con-
clades tomight with a Mariachi
Vargas concert al Municipal An-
ditoritun that will include win-
ners of a statewide stdent com-
pefition.

It was no coincidence fthe
workishop was held at one of
Sah Antonio’s college campuses.

“T yeally believe In the oppor-
tunities: that studying mariachi
gives to a lot of these kids,” said
Dante Suarez, an associate pro-
fessor at Trinity University who
helped arrange oncampus con-
certs this week, “They're seeing
iy

this for the first time, thinking,
Wow Maybe T could go here’ T
want them o know that Trinity
as well as any other Dmiversity
is within their rea

Some students have never
stayed at a hotel before, said Fal-
furrins mariachi instructor Joe
Soliz, But on the groups trip
last vear, students met with ad-
visers for UTSA, Palo Alio Col-
lege and Our Lady of the Lake
University

The festival also offers the
commumity an opportunity to
remember its roots, Suarez said.
Mariachi started as a fusion of
Spanish and Mexican music
that has now blended into Amer-
ican culture as well, he said.

The orignal incarnation of
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Sarah Rodnguez, 16, a freshman at Cotulla ngh School gets advive from Mariachi Wargas vialinist Alberto
Alfaro st El Tropicana Hotel on Friday.

Mariachi Varsas was founded in

1897, but its namesake sound

came In vogue i Mexico — be-
coming part of the national iden-
Lity - after the group was asked
to p}m at the inauguration of
Mexico's president in 1934,
“When people say this is the
best and the higgest, they mean
it,” Suarez said of the band,
which has releaszed dozens of al-
bums and appeared i hundreds
of movies since the 1930s. “(here
neaﬂy is no point of compari-

Thnrsdew’s workshop is one of
many stch events that the
band’s members participate in
each year, Mariachi Vargas vio-
linist and wocalist Steven Sand
oval said

‘Pressed in black and-speakmg

i

Spaniish as he took a qmck
break from scrutinizing the st
derits’  performance, he  said
there’s a satisfaction in using
his falents to help push forward
the mariachi tradilion  with
younger Zenetations. ;

Falfinrias senior Ricardo Gar
cia seemed to be a hapyy recip-
ient of that twadition. Mariachi
music gave him a new way of
thin}dng about and interprating
music, the yihuela player said
aftor he emerged from a dress
mg reom following the work:
shop, dressed to perforim and
preparing to play for Trinity st
dents.

‘T feel | can express mye.e]f
through mariachi,” he tmd



