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Few annual music festivals
have as citywide a flavor or as big
an educational footprint.

The seven-day, — multivenue

“Mariachi Vargas Extravaganza’”
1s a ce]ebratmn ‘of mariachi mu-

14 years rumning. More ﬂlan
20,000 people are expected to par-
ticipate. ;

It opens with a mariachi hMass
at Mission San José at noen Sun-

“The Mass at San Jose is real-
ly special to me,” said organizer
and producer Cynthia Muhoz.
“It's where 1 started playing ma-
riachi Masses as a kid.”

A mariachi art exhibit, Christ-
masthemed serenade along the
River Walk, student workshops,
book reading and concerts are all
part of the fun.

A mariachi music presentation
at Trinity University on Thurs-

mariachi oompetmﬂn event HOW
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A Mariachi Vargas member performs at last year's Mariachi Vargas Ex-
travaganza concert. The weeklong event begins Sunday.

day is new this yean

The grand finale is a Dee. 6
concert starring the 12piece Ma-
riachi Vargas de Tecalitldn at
Municipal Auditorivm. Mariachi

Vargas is known throughout the

world amd has recorded with Tuis
Migtiel and Linda Renstadt,
Tuesday, Noche de Arte at Cen-
two Cultural Azilan, 1800 Freder-
icksburg Road, Suite 103, features

mariachi-inspired art by local art-
ists including Kathy Sosa, Blas
Hernandez, Angel Rodriguez-Diaz
and Jesus Moron.

 Thursday a  serenade is
planned at Rivereenter Lagoon at
530 pm.

“1t's so exciting to see. It's what
makes our city so unigue;” said
Mufioz. “It just continues to grow
every year”
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The 70-piece UTSA Orchestra
participates for its fourth straight
year

“What keeps me gomg is all
the successes with students,” said
Muiioz, noting that student parti-
cipating in school mariachi mu-
sic programs score better in
achievement, particularly  in
terms of graduation rates and in-

-terest in higher edueation.

“It's about students. It’s about
families. It’s about education.”

Don’t forget the fun in those | [

plucky nylon strings and brass,
too. i




