Mariachi fest wraps up with more competitions, concert

BY HECTOR SALDARNA
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As the gightday Maria-
chi Vargas Exfravaganza
comes 1o a close this week-
end, there are sfill plenty of
performers and events fo
diseover — and rediscover

The 15th ammual maria:
chi festival -— which in-
chudes workshops, competi-
tions aud eoneerts — cuilnil-
nates “with the Mariachi
Vargas Concert at Mumici-
pal Auditoritim on Saturday
Showtime is 730 po.

\ Mariachi expert Patricia

G](eathouse, suthor of “Ia-

hL considers the elite

chi Vargas de Tecalit-

lan to be the greatest of
them all.

“They are one of a kind,”
Greathouse said. But theres
more 1o it

Produced by Cyvinthia Mu-
foz, the anmaal concert is

tamous tor its festive cos
timing, dameing and special
guest stars, inclading Shu-
dent competition winners.

Saturday’s concert also
arks the reunion of Teja-
no singer Ricardoe Castillon
of La Diferenzia and maria-
chi singer Nydia Rojas to
perform the duet “Hay Un-
os Ojos.”

Tt has been 10 years since
they sang the mumber at the
festival.

“Its going to he wonder-
ful It brings back so mmy
wonderfll memories,” said
Castillon, who i= back afier
a long hiatus with a new al-
bum, “Slempre En M
Mente." He covers his favor-
ite artists.

Besides “Hay [nos Ojos,”
Castillon plans to sing the
new single, “La Triadora.”

Castillon walked away
from the Grammy-winning
La Diterenzia in 2001 to con-
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The eight-day Mariachi Vargas Extravaganza will end with a
concert Saturday by the Mariachi Vargas deTecahtIan at Mu-

mapal Auditoritm.

fI‘.IlT.T."d.tE on his family His
return to Tejano is welcome:
HEWS,

“This is something that
I've been contemplating for
4 long time™ he said Al
these songs are songs by

tremendous artists: T think
this retiniting with Nvdia is
going to open np a lot of
doors,” ;

He praised the education-
al aspect of the festival that

“atiracts more than 1,000 st

Mariachi Vargas
Extravaganza

B WHAT: Concert by
Mariachi Vargas de
Tecalitlan that wraps up the
eight-day festival

W WHEN: 7:30 pumn. Saturday
B \WHERE: Municipal
Auditerium, 100 Auditorium
Circle

W TICKETS: $20-$200 at
Ticketmaster outlets

dent and professional musi-
cians and some 10,000 fans.

“It's wvery important’”
Castillon said. “If's some-
thing that we earry in ow’
hearts.”

Today's morning maris-
chi group competition at
Nunieipal Auditorium
marks the retirn of Maria-
chi Las Veritas de Harvard,
featuring twin brothers Yen-

ing and Yelun Qin. The clas-
sical violinists were born in
China but grew up in Bos
fon.

ST oot into It my fresh
man year™ said Yening Qin,
2L 4T just fell in love with
the music immediately”

G)in said there is no courn-
terpart to mariachi in Chi-
na.

“Tt's very different,” said
the Harvard student. “What
appeals to me the most is
the passion and the energy”

On the extreme end of
the cute and adorable spee-.
fm s Gyearold Angelica
Vargas, a bubbly voiced
singer among 41 students
competing in Saturday’s vo-
cal competition. She’ll be
singing. “El  Herradern,”
with a Disney-esglie twist,

A mariachl brunch and
postmortem takes place at
Estela’s hexican Restaurant
from 1-3 pann Sunday



