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By Cynihia fMunoz
bariachis frequant the River Walk and &re known to
perfom at churches, weddings, funerals, bithday
alebrations and Mexican restaurants throughout the
Alamo City, Hundrads of t icians live and

wark in San Antonio and conttibute significantly to
thi city's cultural Unigueness,

That is why each year San Antonio serves as host o
the Marachi Vargas Extravaganza, known as the
largest manachi music festival of its kind in the U.S.
This extraordinary music event celebrates mare than
100 years of mariachi musis iradition during seven
days of ententaining, educational and culturally
anriching concers, ari exhibits and mariachi
seranades on ihe River Wall. The festival begins
with ‘& mariachi Mass atihe hisioric San Joso. .
Mission and continues throughout the week with
nearly a dozen mariachi-related evants. Tha
exiravaganza culminates with a concert featuring the
best marizchls i the world performing with-a
symphony at the San Antondo Municipal Auditordum.

The Marachi Vargas Extravaganza kicks off with a
«marachi Mass at noon Sunday, Nov. 30, at San Josa
* | Mission. The mission serves as home to the mariachi
L chpirihat has parformed waekly Masses for more

than 35 years, Paricipants of the Mariachi Vargas
\Exiravaganza join the Ban Jose Mission mariaehis
choir during the official kick-off of the Mariachi
“Margas Extravaganza. i

of
The Mariachi Vargas Extravaganza coniinues with

“Noche da Are® on Tuesday, Dec. 2, at the Cantro

"Cultural Azfién. The mariachi-themed art exhibit

fealuras the works of Angal Rodriguez, Jose Sagum.

David Blancas, Disgo Martinez Duron, Raul
Castillanos, Angelica Gomesz, Jacinto Guevara Jgel
Lopez, Annie Marie Gomez and Feliciano Lean, ¢
among others. San Antorio’s favorite all-female |
Marlachi Las Aliefizs will provids entertainment |
diring an opaning reception al 5:30 pm.

Two members of the world-rencwned Méxn:omty
based Martachi Vargas de Tecalifin will perterm an
Wednesday, Dec. 3, attha Instituto Cultural da
México. This evant pives lacal fans arn oppartunity 1o
; ” see members of Mariachi Vargas in an ntimate

14 getting. The presentation stans at 7 p.m.
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* instruments such as the vicln, trumped, harg,
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Mare than 1,000 manachi musicians reprasenting
nearty B0 studeni-basad marnachi groups will be in
San Anlonio as part of the Mariachi Vargas
Extravaganza, Get a gimpse of Texasg' finest talant
from Dallas, Houston, the Rio Grande Valley and
San Antonio and watch the groups parform, with
thousands of Chrisimas lights, the River Wallk and. a -
pigantic Christmas tree as the backgound .fvunlng. i
starting at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 4, at A
Rivercanter Mall lagoon.

Highlighting the sevan-day Mariachi Vargas

ag j=-a concart featuring Mariachi Vargas
de Tecalilldn: Mariachi Vargas | nm; performad for five
ganerations and 111 years throughout the world, The
group showcases 12 of the bast artist in all of Lalin
Amarica who perform traditional mariachi songs,
huapangos, boleras, rancherss, romantic ballads and

ulllizing it meriachi

guitarran, vikuela and guitar. Marfachi Vargas il
throughout the world with |
their talent, musical arrangements, phenomenal &
voloes and traditional performance style. They st the
standard for what marachl music Is-today with more
than 75 CDs recorded. Mariachi Vargas has
p 1 with 8 ican and Mexican
singars such as Linda Renstadt, Vikki Carr, Pracida
Domingo-and Luis Migual and will have perfarmed in
20 U).5. cilles by the end of 2008. Mariachl Vargas |
adds & whela new dimension to the marachi musical
genre by combining mariachi folklore music with
symphony &nd opera styles.

The 70-piece UTSA Symphony Orchestra will
accompany Mariachi Vargas during & few selections
al 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec, 6; at Municipal
Audilorium. Tickets, available thmugﬁ‘l"lclnetmsste«
start at $20.

Go to marachimusic: for a comp al
events and tickat infarmation, or gall 225-3353.

Photo: Mariachi Vargas da Tecalnlu.n courtesy of
MPR, LLC
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By Cynthia Munocz

Mariachis frequent the River Walk and are known to
- perform:at churches, weddings, funerals, birthday

celebrations and Mexican restaurants throughout the

Alamo City. Hundreds of mariachi musicians live and

work in San Antonio and contribute significantly. to

the city's cultural uniqueness.

That is why each year San Antonio serves as host to
~ the Mariachi Vargas Extravaganza, known as the
largest mariachi music festival of its kind in-the U.S.
This extraordinary music event celebrates more than
100 years of mariachi music tradition during seven
days of entertaining, educational and culturally
enriching conceris, art exhibits and mariachi
serenades on the River Walk. The festival begins
with a mariachi Mass at the historic San Jose M
Mission and continues throughout the week’ With
nearly a dozen mariachi-related events. The
extravaganza culminates with a concert featuring the
best mariachis in the world performing with a
symphony at the San Antonio Municipal Auditorium.

The Mariachi Vargas Extravaganza kicks off with a
«amariachi Mass at noon Sunday, Nov. 30, at San Jose
Mission. The mission serves as home to the manachi
- chpirthat has performed weekly Masses for more:
f gggihan 85 years. Participants of the Mariachi Var

.. choir during the official kick-off of the Mariac
Afdrgas Extravaganza.

The Mariachi Vargas Extravaganza continues with
" "Noche de Arte” on Tuesday, Dec: 2, at the Centrof
*Cultural Aztlan. The mariachi-themed art exhibit |
features the works of Angel Radriguez, Jose Segqra,
David Blancas, Diego Martinez Duron; Raul . iy
Castillanos, Angelica.Gomez, Jacinto Guevara Joe
Lopez, Annie Marie Gomez and Feliciano Leon,
among others. San Antonio's favorite all-female
Mariachi Las Altefias will provide entertainment
during an opening reception at 5:30 p.m.

Two members of the waorld-renowned Mex:co J
based Mariachi Vargas de Tecalitlan will pe
Wednesday, Dec. 3, at the Instituto Cultural -
Meéxico. This event gives local fans an opportunity
see members of Mariachi Vargas in an intimate
setting. The presentation starts at 7 p.m.
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More than 1,000 mariachi musicians representing

nearly 50 student-based mariachi groups will be in

San Antonio as patt of the Mariachi Vargas

Extravaganza. Get a glimpse of Texas' finest talent

from Dallas, Houston, the Rio Grande Valley and

San Antonio and watch the groups perform, with G

thousands of Christmas lights, the River Walk and a

gigantic Christmas tree as the background setting«*
starting at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 4, at mww

Rivercenter Mall'lagoon.
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Highlighting the seven-day Mariachi Vargas
Extravaganza is a concert featuring Mariachi Vargas
de Tecalitlan. Mariachi Vargas has performed for.five
generations and 111 years throughout the world: The
group showcases 12 of the best artist in all of Latin
America who perform traditional mariachi songs,
huapangos, boleros, rancheras, romantic ballads and
. classical selections utilizing traditional mariachi
* instruments such as the violin, trumpet, harp,
guitarron; vihuela and guitar. Mariachi Vargas
mesmerizes audiences throughout the world with
their talent, musieal arrangements, phenomenal,
voices and traditional performance style. They set
standard for what mariachi music is today with mor
than 75 CDs recorded. Mariachi Vargas has
- performed with numerous American and Mexican
singers such as Linda Ronstadt, Vikki Cart, Placido
Domingo and Luis Miguel and will have performed in
20 U.S. cities by the end of 2008. Mariachi Vargas
addsia whole new dimension to the mariachi musical i
genre by combining mariachi folklore music with i
symphony and opera styles. g., ;

The 70-piece UTSA Symphony Orchesifa wi -
accompany Mariachi Vargas during a few S@lectlons
at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec: 6, at M nicir
Auditorium. Tickets, avallabla ﬁmu '

start at $20. . -

% & Go to mariachimusicicom f
_— events and ticket inforrn_at'_‘
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